9.
The Life

 

Look around you. Observe carefully your neighbors, co-workers, and friends (and maybe even that person in the mirror). What’s behind the great restlessness of the human heart—the desperate search for what? Why do we have so many thrill-seekers and sex-addicts in our time? Why are movies and theme parks so popular? What’s behind humanity’s universal desire to “escape”?

 

Now, hold those thoughts and consider a comment made by Jesus: “I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full” (John 10:10). This is his mission statement, if you will. And it is a jarring claim to ponder.

 

One implication is that the mysterious substance called life is somehow bound up in him. And this is what the rest of the Bible teaches—Christ is the creator and sustainer of life (John 1:3-4; 5:26; 14:6; see also Colossians 1:15-17). We literally owe our physical existence to him. 

 

A second implication is that, left alone, we are in some way lifeless. Poke around the New Testament.  It claims that apart from Jesus, people are physically alive, but spiritually dead. We each come into this world disconnected from the source of life, because of what the Bible calls sin (Romans 3). So God sent Christ into the world to animate or make us alive spiritually (Ephesians 2:1-5). He came to find us and save us (Luke 19:10).

 

A final implication of Christ’s words is that the life he brings is life “to the full.” Only this life—his life—satisfies the deepest longings of our heart, the great thirst of our soul.  He fills us with deep meaning and purpose, because he fills us with himself. And Jesus offers this abundant life now—not just heaven when we die, but a brand new quality of life here in this world—new desires, new capacities, new possibilities.

 

In short, it is not necessary to run around looking for life. All the life we’d ever need or want is within the person of Jesus.

 

Read John 10 in its entirety.

 

On a scale of 1-10 (with 1 being “I need to get a life!” and 10 being “Life is incredible!”), how would you rate your current experience of the rich life Jesus offers?

