14.
The Holy Spirit Convicts

 

The Bible declares that “God . . . wants all men to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth” (1 Timothy 2:3-4). The Bible also shows the tremendous lengths to which God has gone to woo his rebellious human creatures:

· He has set eternity in our hearts (Ecclesiastes 3:11), meaning he has created us with deep longings that cannot be satisfied in this world. 
· He has revealed himself in and through creation (Romans 1:19-20). 
· He has given each of his human creatures a conscience (Romans 2:14-15)—that inherent moral sense of right and wrong. 
· He has revealed himself through the written Word and the living Word—i.e., Christ (Hebrews 1:1-2). 
· And then to seal the deal, he sent the Holy Spirit. Notice what Jesus said about him:  “When he comes, he will convict the world of guilt in regard to sin and righteousness and judgment” (John 16:8). 

Don’t miss that. One of the Spirit’s primary functions is to convict, or convince the world of the reality of God and the truth of the Gospel. As Christians “show and tell” the message of Jesus with their lives and their lips (John 15:26-27), the Spirit is able to prick the hearts of unbelievers. They can’t help but see the reality of sin in their lives. Their need for cleansing becomes obvious. And they have no choice but to wrestle with the dire consequences of rejecting Christ’s offer of forgiveness.

 

After a person puts his or her faith in Jesus, the Spirit continues to lead and convict from within. He uses the Scripture we have learned to prod and prompt us toward right living. He also uses the Word of God to challenge wrong ways of thinking and correct wrong behavior.

 

As a follower of Jesus, make it your goal to “follow the Spirit’s leading” in every part of your life (Galatians 5:25 New Living Translation). How? By guarding your heart and keeping it tender to God. “Do not stifle the Holy Spirit” (1 Thessalonians 5:19 New Living Translation), “and do not bring sorrow to God’s Holy Spirit by the way you live” (Ephesians 4:30 New Living Translation).

 

Read Galatians 5 for a closer look at what life in the Spirit looks like.

 

What are some ways you sense the Spirit of God “convicting” you—trying to get your attention, seeking to adjust your thinking or actions?

