16.
New Life vs. Old Life   
Because so many products are constantly advertised as “new and improved,” we hardly blink when we hear the words. They almost don’t register. How sad, especially in light of the truth that the Christian faith offers us, essentially, a new and improved life!
 
Consider the tremendous benefits that come from believing: 
1. New hope. “God . . . made us alive with Christ” (Ephesians 2:4-5). 

2. New standing before God. “Therefore, since we have been made right in God’s sight by faith, we have peace with God” (Romans 5:1, New Living Translation). 

3. New identity. Not only are we united forever with Christ (Galatians 2:20; Colossians 3:3-4), but the Bible calls believers “children of God” (John 1:12), citizens of heaven (Philippians 3:20) and “aliens and strangers” on earth (Hebrews 11:13; 1 Peter 2:11). 
4. New desires. “I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. And I will put my Spirit in you and move you to follow my decrees and be careful to keep my laws” (Ezekiel 36:26-27). Also read Jeremiah 31:33-34, 2 Corinthians 3, and Hebrews 8-10. 

5. A new power. “His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness” (2 Peter 1:3). 

It’s a mind-boggling list. It seems too good to be true. But it is true—all this and more. And this business of being a new creation means you can’t go on living the way you used to live because, well, you’re no longer the person you used to be! As a child of God, you have a brand new heart that contains divine spiritual DNA—meaning the desire to do right is within you (whether you feel it or not).
 
You’ve been utterly, absolutely, completely transformed. Do you dare believe it?
 
Read Romans 8.
 
“We are told to sing to the Lord a new song. A new man knows a new song. A song is thing of joy, and, if we think of it, a thing to love. So the man who has learned to love a new life has learned to sing a new song. For a new man, a new song, and the new Testament all belong to the same kingdom.” —St. Augustine of Hippo
