19.
Why the Bible Matters

 


Do we even have to ask what you’d do if you found a priceless work of art in your basement? Or if you discovered a genuine pirate’s chest buried in your back yard? What if a distant relative left you her estate worth $27 million? 

 

The thought of unexpected treasure causes our heart to race. But the reality is that you’ll sooner get hit by lightning (maybe even twice!) before you’ll ever discover a surprise cache of loot. However, there is another kind of riches within our grasp:

· “The LORD’s promises are pure, like silver refined in a furnace, purified seven times over” (Psalm 12:6 New Living Translation). 
· “The laws of the LORD are . . . more desirable than gold, even the finest gold” (Psalm 19:9-10 New Living Translation). 
· “I have rejoiced in your decrees as much as in riches (Psalm 119:14 New Living Translation). 
· “Your decrees are my treasure; they are truly my heart’s delight” (Psalm 119:111 New Living Translation). 
· “I rejoice in your word like one who finds a great treasure” (Psalm 119:162 New Living Translation). 

The big question for us is, why are so many Christians so blasé about this treasure called God’s Word? Why are we so indifferent? Perhaps it’s because at a deep soul level, we don’t see the great value of the Bible.

 

God’s Word is supremely valuable because it lights our way in a world darkened by sin (Psalm 119:105). It’s priceless because it is life giving spiritual food and drink (John 6:51; 1 Peter 2:2; Hebrews 5:12-14). It’s rare and precious because it protects us in spiritual warfare (Hebrews 4:12, Ephesians 6:17).

 

Read Psalm 119 in its entirety.

 

At this point in your journey as a follower of Christ, what words or phrases would you use to describe your feelings about the Bible? Why?

 

“Your greatest need in life is to hear the words of God—to allow them to strike fire within your heart. . . . Don’t rush. You are not trying merely to ‘find something’ in each day’s reading, but to develop a relationship with God. This is Bible reading for the pure joy of reading and allowing God to speak personally to you. Feel free to stop reading and to meditate if you feel God is speaking to you in a particular way in a certain passage, or if you come across a truth or principle that you know you need to better understand.” —from “Your Appointment with God: A Meeting of Two Hearts” Discipleship Journal, Issue 13, p. 21
