20.
Living Out What the Bible Says

 

What’s the biggest criticism of Christians?

 

Probably that we’re hypocrites.  Don’t you hear that a lot? Critics are quick to point out that we often don’t “practice what we preach.” Skeptics note that we talk a good faith, but we don’t always walk it. Unfortunately, there’s a good deal of truth in what they say.

 

What a shame! The inconsistent lives of us messengers obscure the most amazing message in the entire world. But it doesn’t have to be this way.

 

This all-too-common disconnect between “knowing what to do” and “doing what we know” is a good reminder of our need to apply the Bible. We have to take it out of the laboratory of church and Bible study and live it out in the real life of school, neighborhood, and workplace. We have to keep telling ourselves that the goal of Bible reading or study isn’t gaining more information, it’s undergoing transformation. 

 

Some new Christians make it their goal to see how many times they can read through the Bible in their lives. A better goal would be to see how many times you can get the Bible through you!

 

The apostle James expressed all this in these memorable words:

 

“Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. . . . The man who looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues to do this, not forgetting what he has heard, but doing it—he will be blessed in what he does” (James 1:22, 25).

 

Did you catch that? There’s freedom and blessing in putting God’s truth into action. In light of that, every time you read the Bible ask the Lord:  Is there a command here to obey? A sin to avoid? A promise to claim? An example to follow? A prayer to express? An attitude to forsake or adopt? A behavior to renounce? A truth to trust in?

 

Read Ezra 7:10.

 

What truth or thought from this batch of email devotions has had the greatest impact on you? Why?

 

“The Holy Scriptures tell us what we could never learn any other way: they tell us what we are, who we are, how we got here, why we are here, and what we are required to do while we remain here.” —A. W. Tozer
