24.
Getting into the Word

 

Some people believe that our minds can absorb ideas just by “being in the neighborhood,” sort of like osmosis. They even go so far as to listen to tapes while they sleep, and others have been known to put textbooks under their pillows! (Our experience is that such practices mainly result in sore necks and poor grades.)

 

Have you noticed that osmosis seems to be increasingly popular among Christians? Scarily, a high percentage of Christians make no real effort to study the Bible or learn about their faith. Maybe they think snoozing through an occasional sermon is enough?

 

Contrast that laid-back approach to the charge Paul gave Timothy: “Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman who . . . correctly handles the word of truth” (2 Timothy 2:15).

 

“Do your best?” “A workman?” Such phrases hardly sound like osmosis lingo. How can anyone correctly handle God’s Word unless he or she has made it a habit to study the Bible diligently?

 

So consider this a challenge to get into God’s Word and to let it get into you. First, develop an attitude of eager expectation (Psalm 119:18), realizing the living God actually wants to speak to you! 

 

Then read . . . carefully. Don’t “browse”! Don’t skim Scripture the way you flip through channels on a TV set, looking for something to catch your eye. Comprehending what’s in the Bible requires deliberate, conscious effort. Read over and over. Each time try to notice a fact you’ve never seen before (but be careful not to read things “into” the text).  Record your thoughts.

 

If you do this faithfully enough and long enough, you will eventually notice the Bible transforming you. And as you think in new ways, you’ll begin acting in new ways.

 

Read Romans 12:1-2.

 

What’s your favorite book or chapter in the Bible? Why? How has it made a difference in your life?

 

“The Scriptures were not given to increase our knowledge but to change our lives.” —D. L. Moody
