26.
Worship

 

In the most basic, literal sense, worship (from the Old English word worthship) is the act of assigning worth. When we view someone or something as valuable, we eagerly spend our time, energy, and material resources giving preference to that person or thing. And in a very real sense, we are worshiping.

 

That means that everyone is a worshiper. Every person on earth has someone or something he/she considers most valuable. Look at a person’s calendar or checkbook, listen to her conversation, observe what he gets passionate about, and you will have a good indication of what that individual views as having the highest worth.

 

Christians, of course, worship Christ. The psalmist declared: “Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth. Worship the LORD with gladness; come before him with joyful songs. Know that the LORD is God. It is he who made us, and we are his; we are his people, the sheep of his pasture” (Psalm 100:1-3).

 

As our Maker, our Sustainer, and our Savior, God is the undisputed King of the universe, the center of everything. In heaven’s spectacular worship services, he is the focal point (see Revelation 4:6, 8-11; cf. 7:9-12.). Which is why as individuals, as well as together with other believers on earth, we seek to honor him in all we think, say, and do.

 

Who or what else is more deserving of our attention and affection?  Do you see why it makes perfect sense to order our lives around Jesus Christ (and why it is foolish and wrong to give priority to anyone or anything else)?

 

Whether it’s bowing down before God (Psalm 95:6), seeking His face (Psalm 105:3-4), waiting for the Lord (Psalm 33:20-21), dwelling in His house (Psalm 4), lifting hands (Psalm 134:2), or shouting to Him (Psalm 47:1), worship always involves a recognition that God is near and that he is worthy of all that we are.

 

Read Revelation 4:6-11; 7:9-12.

Do you enjoy worship? Look forward to it? Can you truly say it’s a celebration for you? Or is it a mere ceremony? Why?

 

“There’s a trail of our time, our affection, our allegiance, our devotion, our money. That trail leads to a throne and whatever’s on that throne is what we worship. And we’re all doing a great job of it because God has created us to be worshipers. The problem is a lot of us have really bad gods.” —Louie Giglio
