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Keep Going On . . .  

 

OK, you’ve trusted in Jesus Christ as your Savior. And you’ve spent a month taking this little “crash course” in the faith—perhaps we could call it an email version of “Christianity 101.” 

 

We’ve explored some basic truths about God the Father, Christ, and the Holy Spirit. We’ve studied the spiritual discipline of prayer. We’ve seen that the Bible is absolutely necessary to our spiritual success. We’ve wrestled with the ins and outs and the ups and downs of spiritual growth. Now what?

 

Now there’s nothing left to do but get busy. We have to apply what we’ve learned. With the help of the Holy Spirit and the encouragement of fellow Christians, we have to live out God’s truth. Here’s how the apostle James described the process:

 

“Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like a man who looks at his face in a mirror and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like. But the man who looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues to do this, not forgetting what he has heard, but doing it—he will be blessed in what he does” (James 1:22-25).

 

In other words, it isn’t enough to just hear facts about God and nod our approval. We have to put them into practice. Long before the shoe company started telling everyone to “just do it,” God was saying the same thing. “Just do it—‘do’ my word. Make it real in your life. Take the truth that you’re hearing in church and Bible study and let it transform the way you think. Because when your beliefs change, your behavior will follow.” (See Romans 12:2.) “And THAT is when you’ll experience the blessing of knowing and serving me.”

 

Hey, God didn’t give us all this truth to make us smarter sinners; rather, he wants us to become holier saints. Read Romans 12.

 

What are three specific things you intend to begin doing and/or stop doing as a result of this study?

 

We would like to know your opinion of this study. Has it been helpful? Did it answer some questions? Raise too many? Was it information overload or just right now? Let us know your comments and suggestions. 

